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Rhetorical Strategies in Hamlet’s Soliloquy: “To be or not to be”
Hamlet is an existential play that addresses philosophical questions such as the existence of humanity, death, life, etc. The protagonist, the Hamlet, faces a lot of physical and emotional turmoil when his uncle murders his father and marries his mother. Therefore, hamlets soliloquies build on strong emotions and employ rhetorical strategies that persuade the audience to see life in hamlet’s perspective.
The first rhetorical strategy used in Hamlet's “to be or not to be” soliloquy is antithesis. The protagonist brings perfect contrast of ideas in his thought- speech, and through it, he communicates his emotions to the audience. The strategy facilitates the persuasion of the audience to agree with the writer’s point of view. Actually, through the character Hamlet, the playwright convinces that audience that life is full of worries, and people have to make painful choices in life. For instance, Hamlet fears to fight his enemy because it will cost him pain, and at the same time, he wants to escape the struggles in real life by committing suicide. 
According to Hamlet, it is worth living the life we so ascertain than dying to live a life which we have “a pale cast of thought.” Life on earth requires one to declare war against a “sea of troubles” but leaving the earthly life for “the undiscovered country” through suicide is punishable by God (Act III, Scene I, lines, 83-84). Therefore, this philosophical point of view of the playwright makes the audience to believe that people should live to fight the tragedies and wait for their fate but not escaping life through death. Life is sacred and God-given. 
The second rhetorical strategy used in the monologue is a metaphor. For instance, Hamlet uses metonymy, a metaphor which functions as symbolism by replacing something with another that resembles it. In Act III, Scene I, line 59, Hamlet uses the word “sleep” to mean “death.” the metonymy, therefore, makes the audience see death as something which people should badly want because there is peace in sleep. However, Hamlet creates pleasant imagery to strike afterward by showing there is no glory in escaping challenges through death. Thus, the playwright persuades the audience to adopt his point of view about life. 
Hamlet avoids the use of taboo words by using euphemism so that the audience can share in his experience. This way, he manages to win the audience’s emotional stand. For instance, the word suicide pegs to emotional turmoil when said, especially to victims of death. Therefore, Hamlet calls it “the native hue of resolution” (Act III, Scene I, line 83- 84). When referring to challenges in life, Hamlet uses metaphorical terms such as “slings and arrows” and “whips and scorns” (Act III, Scene I, line, 57 and 69). 
In conclusion, the playwright communicates his philosophical idea about life and death using Hamlet’s soliloquy. The rhetorical strategies used by Shakespeare in his drama makes the audience to sympathize with the protagonist. By so doing, he persuades that audience to agree with his point of view.
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